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ERIK B. BLOWERS )
) (Making aFase Writing— Misdemeanor)
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INFORMATION

The United Statesof Americainforms the Court that:
Count One

On or about October 31,2000, in the Western District of North Carolinaand elsewhere,
the defendant, ERIK B. BLOWERS, being apublic officer and other person authorized by law of
the United States to make and give a certificate and other writing, did knowingly nake and
deliver astrue a certificate and writing containing a statement which he knew to be materialy
fase, that is, asan employee of the Federd Bureau of Investigation, defendant ERIX. B.
BLOWERS nade and delivered as trueawriting, known as an Ethicsin Government Act
Confidential Financia DisclosureReport, which hecertified to he true, complete, and correct to
the best of hisknowledge when be knew it V&S not trus, complete, and correct, to wit, in
responseto the requirement that he report gifts and travel reimbursementsreceived framone
source totaling more than $260 during the preceding year, and know ng that he had received gifts
and travel reimbursementsin April 2000 and August 2000 from onesource with a fair market
vaue of not | ess than $6000 which he was requiredto report, he falsdly checked the box marked

"None™
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All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1018 (Making a False Writing —

Mjsdermeanor).
W 3‘9/ Aoy

DATE

Respectfully Submitted,
NCEL L. HILLMAN

Chief, Public Integrity Section
Cimrd Division

of Justice

By:
SeniorCo /
DAN H. A.PETALAS d7
Tria Attorney %./(.

Publiclrteyity Section

Criminal D vi sl on

U.S. Department of Judtice

10th . and Congtitution Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20530

(202) 514-1412

(202) 514-3003 (facsimile)
Dan.Petalas@usdoj.GOV
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ERIK B. BLOWERS,

(Making a Fase Writing — Misdemeanor)
Defendarnt.

FACTUAL BASISFOR P EA

The United States of America, by and through its undersigned attorneyswithin the
United States Department of Justice, Criminal Division, Public Integrity Section, and the
defendant, Erik B. Blowers ("Blowers"), personally and through his undersigned counsdl, hereby
stipulate to the following facts pursuant to United States Sentencing Guiddines § 6Al.l1 and
Rule 32(c)(1) of the Federal Rules of Criminal P ocedur e.

1. Blowersworked for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (" FBI") frem on or about
November 9, 1989,t hr ough the present. At dl relevant times hereto, Blowersworked full-time
as aSupervisory Specia Agent (“SSA™) and Chief Divison Counsd (“CDC™) in the Charlotte
Fidd Office of theFB , locatedin the Western Didtrict of North Carolina

2. As CDC, Blowerswas a public officer who V&s authorized and required under the
Ethicsin Government Act and applicable FBI regulationsto make and ddliver, in October of
eaech year, an officia writing in aform developed by the Officeof Govemment Ethics, known as
a Confidentid Financia DisclosureReport.

3. That writing obligated Blowersto certify that the statementsit included and all

attached statementswere true, complete, and correct to the best of his knowledgeand belief.
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Among other matters, the writing required Blowersto report gifts or travel rembursementshe
received framone sourcetotaling more than $260for the previousyear.

4. In or about April. 1996, David Simonini vas identified duringan investigation
into organized gambling and money laundering in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg areaconducted
jointly by theFBl and the Internd Revenue Service(IRS). Blowersvas the lead case agent in
thatinvestigation for theFB . Betweenm or about November, 1996, and ir: or about January,
1998, Simonini cooperated with the FBI in the gambling and money laundering investigation.
Duri ng that time, Blowerswas Simonini’s official handler on behaf of the FBIL.

5. On or about February 9, 1999, the White Collar Crime Squad of the Charlotte
Divison of the FBI formally opened a preiminary investigation of Simonini based upon
alegationsthat Smonini wasinvolved in financial ingtitution fraud and fravd by wire.

6. From on or about April 2, 2000, throughon or about June 30, 2000, Blowersheld
the position of Acting Supervisory Specid Agent, in charge of the White Callar Crime Squad
wherethe preiminary investigationinto the allegations agangt Smonini were pending.

7. On or aout April 26,2000, Blowers traveled to Las Vegas, Nevada, with
Sirnonini & Simonini's invitation. Sirnonini was responsiblefor the expenses associated with
Blowerss tripto Las Vegas, and Blowersdid not pay Simonini for the costs-of thetrip. Some of
those costs were paid for by Simonini, and others were“comped” by thehotel at which they
sayed (the “Company™) asaresult of Simonini'‘s gambling status with the Company.

8. On or about July 3,2000, after Blowers left the White Collar Crime Squad, the
FBI officialy closed the preliminaryinvestigation of Simonini.

9 On or about August 27, 2000, Blowersmadea second trip to Las \Vegas, Nevada,
with Simonini, at Simonini’s invitation. Simonini Wasresponsblefor the expensesassociated

with defendant Blowerss trip to Las Vegas, and Blowersdid not pay S noni ni for thecosts of
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the trip. Some of those costs were paid for by Simonini, and others were “comped” by the
Company as aresult of Simonini’s ganbl | ng status with the Conpany.

10.  Blowersreceved benefitswith amarket vaue of not less than approximeately
$6,000in connection with histwo tripsto Las Vegas, Nevadawith Simenini in the year 2000.
At al times relevant, Blowersknew that disclosureof hisreceipt of those benefitswas material
to the FBI.

11.  Onor about October 31,2000, Blowersmade and delivered zs true an officia
witing, aConfidential Financial DisclosureReport, covering the period during which Blowers
traveled to Las Vegas, Nevada WLh Simonini. In Part V of that writing, Blowersknowingly put
an “X" in thebox marked ""'none”" in response to the question asking himto discloseany “gift or
travel reembursementsreceived from one sourcetotalingmorethan $260.” Blowerssgned the
writing besdethe statement: "'l certify that the statsments | have madeon thisformand all
attached satementsaretrue, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge."

12.  In doing S0, Blowers, apublic officer, knowingly made and ddlivered astrue an
official writing he was authorized and required by law to make, containing a statement which he

knew to be materialyfalse.
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FOR THE DEFENDANT: FOR THEUNITED STATES

%7%_ NCEL L. BILIMAN
: Chief _ ‘

ERIK B. BLONERS
Defendant

e Fule

CHRISTOPHER FIALKO, ESQ.

DAVID RUDOLF DANIEL A. PETAREAS

Rudolf, Widenhouse & Fialko | ) Trial Attorney “4/7 M
1800 Camden Road, Suite 105 ~ Public Integrity Section -
Charlone, NC 28203 Criminal Division ’ '

U.S. Department of Judtice

10th 3. and Gnstitution Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20005

(202) 514-1412

(202)514-3003 (facsimile)
Dan.Petalas@usdoj.gov
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UNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT
FORTHE WESTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA
CHARLOTTEDVSI ON

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ) Crimina Number:
) 3.05c23p
v Y
; VIOLATION: 18 USC§
ERIK B. BLOWERS, )
) (Making a False Writing —
Defendant. )
PLEA AGREEMENT
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1018

Misdemeanor)

The United Statesof America, by and through itsundersigned attorneyswithin the

United States Department of Justice, Criminal Division, Public Integrity Section, and the

defendant, Hik B. Blowers(" Blowers'), personallyand through hisundersigned counsdl,

pursuant to Rule 11(c) of the Federal Rulesof Criminal Procedure, have entered into an

agreement, the termsand conditions of which areasfollows:

1. The defendant is entering thisagreement and is pleading guilty freely and

voluntarily without promise or benefit of any kind, other than contained herein, and without

threats, force, intimidation, or coercion of any kind.

2. The defendant knowingly, voluntarily, and truthfully admits to the factscontained

in the attached Factud Basisfor Plea, which isincorporated herein and made part of this

agreement, and agreesthat had this matter goneto trid the government would have proved these

facts beyond a reasonabl edoulbt.

3. The defendant agrees to waivehisright to indictment and to plead guilty to a one-

count Information filed with thisagreement. The defendant admitsthat heis guilty of thecrime

charged in the Information, that is, Making aFalse Writing, amisdemeanor, and defendant

understandsthat he will be adjudicated guilty of that offense.
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4, The defendant understandsthe nature of the offenseto which heispleading
guilty, and the elementsthereof, including the penaltiesprovided by law. The maximum
penalties for amisdemeanor violation of 18 U S C§ 1018 isoneyear of imprisonment, a
$100,000 fine, and a mandatory special assessmentof $25. Thedefendant understandsthat the
Court may impose aterm of super vi sed releaseto follow any incarceration. in accordance with
18U.S.C. § 3583, and that, in this case, the authorized term of supervisedreleaseis not more
than oneyear. The defendant al so understands that the Court may impose restitution, costs of
incarceration, and costs of supervision. The government believesthereisno basisfor restitution
in this case.

5. If the Court acceptsdefendant's pleaof guilty to the Information, and the
defendant fulfillseach of the terms and conditionsof this agreement, the United States agrees
that it will not further prosecute the defendant far any other conduct by the defendant of which
the Public Integrity Section or law-enforcement agents working with the Public Integrity Section
in this investigation are aware of on the date the govemment signed thisagreement. If the court
acceptsthe defendant's pleaof guilty entered pursuant to thisagreement, the United Stateswill
move to dismiss the one-count indictment against the defendant pendingin U.S. District Court
for the Western District of North Carolina, Case No. 3:05-¢5-0093, after sentencing and entry of
judgment.

6. The defendant understandsand acknowledges that the offenseto which he is
pleading guilty issubject to the provisionsand guidelinesof the'" Sentencing Reform Act of
1984," Title 28, United States Code, Section 994(¢a). The defendant understandsand
acknowledges that he may receiveany sent ence within the statutory maximum for the offenseof
conviction. The United States cannot and does not makeany promise or representation as to

what sentence the defendant will receive or what finesor restitution, if any, the defendant may
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be ordered to pay. Thedefendant understandsthat the sentence and the sentsncing guidelines
applicable to thiscase will be determined solely by the Court, with the assistanceof the United
States Probation Gfi ce, and that the defendant will not be permitted to withdraw his plea

regardless of the sentence calculated by the United States Probation Office or impased by the

Court.

|
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8 Should the defendant fully comply with his obligationsunder this agreement, the
United States will recommend that the defendant receivea two-level reduction for acceptance of P\
>

responsibility under § 3E1.1(a) of the SentencingGuideli neireéueéa-g-&w-e-ﬁ%a% @'}: N1bs

9. The United States reservesits right to allocute asto the nature and seriousnessof @ tfer)es
allc 35/,

the offense. PAPL ulzqios

10.  Thedefendant agreesto resignimmediately from theFH , and to not seek or
accept any position with a department or agency of the United States government in the future.
Thedefendant knows and understandsthat this provision iSamaterial part of this agreement.

11.  If the defendant failsto comply with any of thematerial conditionsand termsset
forth in this agreement, including his failureto acknowledgein open court hisrolein thisoffense
asset forth in thesi gned Factual Besi S for Plea, the defendant will have committed amaterial
breach of the agreement which will release the government from its promises and cornmitments

made in this agreement. Upon defendant's failureto comply with any of the termsand
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conditionsset forth in thisagr eenent , the government may fully prosecutethe defendant on all
criminal charges that can be brought againstt he defendant. With respect to such a prosecution:
a The United Stateswill havethe right to use any statements made by the
defendant pursuant to this agreement, or evidencederived therefrom, i ncl udi ng
any and dl statements in the Signed Factual Basis for Plea, initscase-in-chief and
to impeach the defendant w t h any such statements;
o) The defendant waives any right to claim that evidence presented in such
prosecution istainted by virtueof the statementsthe defendant has made; and
C. Thedefendant waivesany and all defensesbasad on the statute of
limitations with repect to any such prosecution that iSnot time-barred on the date
that thi s agreementis si gned by the parties.

12.  Intheevent of adisputeasto whether defendant has knowingly committed any
material breach of thisagreenent, and if the United States choeses to exercise itsrights under
the preceding paragraph, and if the defendant S0 requests, the matter shall be submitted to the
Court and shall be determined by the Court in an appropriate proceeding at which defendant's
disclosuresand documents shall be admissbleand a whichtimetheUnited States shdl have the
burden to establish the defendant*s breach by a preponderanceof the evidence.

13.  Thedefendant agrees that if the Court does not accept thedefendant's pleaof
guilty, thisagreement shal benull and void.

14.  Inconsiderationfor thedefendant's compliancewith al theterms of this
agreement, the United Stateswill not opposearequest by the defendant a the time hispleais
entered for conditions of releasethat will permit i mto remain free pending sentencing,

IS.. The defendant understands that thisagreement is binding only upon the Public

Integrity Section of the Department of Justice. Thi s agreement does not bind any United States

4
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Attorney's Office, nor doesit bind any stateor local prosecutor. It also doesnot bar or
compromiseany ¢ivil or administrativeclaim pending or that may be made against defendant. If
requested, however, thePublic Integrity Section will bring this agreement to the attention of any
other prosecuting jurisdiction and ask that jurisdictionto abide by the provisionsof thisplea
agreement. The defendant understandsthat other prosecuting jurisdictionsretain discretion over
whether to abide by the provisionsof this agreement.

16.  Thisagreement and theattached and incorporated Factual Bassfor Plea
congtitute the entire agreement between the United Statesand the defendant. No other promises,
agreements, or representationsexist or have been made to the defandant or the defendant's
attorneys by the Department of Justicein connection with thiscase. T S agreement nay be

amended only by awi tirg si gned by dl parties.
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FOR THE DEFENDANT: FORTHEUNITED STATES:
% %&‘ NCEL L. HILLMAN
' Chigf
ERIK B. BLOWERS Public Integrity Section
Defendant
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Sy FET
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Rudolf, Widenhouse & Fialko DANIEL A.PETALAS
1800 Camden Rd., Suite 105 Trial Atorney 5?
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U.S. Department of Jugtice
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